“Rustlers Ambush”

 

    Andrew Jackson Bullard was elected Sheriff of Roger Mills County, Oklahoma Territory in 1900.  On June 30, 1902 several parties came into town and informed Sheriff Bullard of suspicious characters who were going about the Dead Indian Creek country.  These people were heavily armed and were trying to dispose of saddles, cattle and horses.  Sheriff Bullard and his deputy John Cockburn rode out to investigate.  They reached the camps, which consisted of four men, one woman and two children.  The Sheriff and deputy were in conversion with two of the men when Frank Doan rode up.  Doan said later that Sheriff Bullard took him aside and asked if he knew these men.  As they were talking, they saw two men acquire six shooters from Sam Green, then the rode off north over the ridge of hills.

 

    After leaving Sheriff Bullard, Doan road about a quarter of a mile when he heard shots, turning he saw two men fall.  Other settlers in the area saw two men mount horses and they rode off north.  When neighbors gathered at the scene of the shooting a terrible sight was presented, Sheriff Bullard was lying dead with eleven bullet wounds.  He held a six shooter from which two shots had been fired.  His deputy had received one shot in his back as he sat on the wagon tongue.

 

    The Masonic Lodge of Cheyenne of which Sheriff Bullard was a member took charge of the funerals and erected the stones for the Sheriff and Deputy.  The citizens of Cheyenne collected several hundred dollars to be offered for the arrest and conviction of the murderers.  They caught the guilty, Sam Green and Pete Whitehead.  At the time of capture, Green was in possession of one of Sheriff Bullard’s six shooters.  They held their trial at the Terrirorial town of Woodward.  Temple Houston was the lawyer for the outlaws.  By trickery and chicanery, Houston managed to keep them from conviction.

 

    Each of these young officers was in their early thirties, each left a young wife and a grieving town for “two good men and its best citizens and lawmen.”

 

 

